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Upcoming Events 

Kalama Heritage 

Festival 
June 29- July 1 

Mākaha Sons Dinner 

Concert 
June 29 

Lu’au Concert and 

Dinner 
June 30 

Lakefair 
July 11-15 

Live Aloha 

September 

Makahiki Aloha Week 
Festival 

September 15 

Samoan festival 

Hula and ukulele 
workshops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here Comes the Sun..mer  
It’s no surprise that when summer comes around people think 

‘Finally! Some time to slow down and enjoy the sun and use up 

some of that vacation time!’  What is a surprise is when June rolls 

around and you realize that “summer vacation” is actually weeks 

booked end to end with family trips, camps for kids, food festivals, 

concerts, etc. and next thing you know your next free weekend is in 

September.  Or is that just us?   

Here at the Pacific ‘Ohana Foundation, June is our kick off month 

of our busy season.  It’s pretty much non-stop prepping for our next 

event, participating at the event, breaking down and bringing 

everything back, taking a short breather and then it’s back at it 

again.  It’s hard work but A LOT of fun and there is always delicious 

food.  So, if you are one of those lucky people who actually has a 

summer off but would like to 

join in on the fun, come check 

us out.  We’ll have ton of P.R. 

and event planning 

opportunities if you’re looking 

for an internship or need 

volunteer hours.  Whether 

you’re with the Pacific ‘Ohana 

Foundation or with your friends 

and family, summer gives just 

about everyone something to 

do. 
 

Kalama Heritage Festival 
After a seven year hiatus, the Kalama Heritage Festival is coming 

back to the beautiful banks of the Columbia river at the Kalama 

Marina Park next to the new McMenamins Kalama Harbor Lodge, 

starting in the afternoon of June 29 and ending Sunday afternoon 

July 1st.  This event is free and open to the public.  In the past it drew 

an estimated 5,000-15,000 people over the weekend from all over 

the country.   

On Friday night is a ticketed dinner 

and concert with award winning 

Hawaiian band, Mākaha Sons.   

For over 40 years, The Mākaha Sons 

have committed themselves to 

perpetuating traditional Hawaiian 



CULTURAL WORD 

OF THE DAY 

Father- English 

Someone motivated by 

love and care who guides 
and teaches you 

Makua kāne- (mah-koo-

ah kaah-neigh) Hawaiian 
Tama- (tah-mah) Samoan 

Ama- (uh-MA) Tagalog 

Papa- (papa) Maori 

 

**We do our best to find the 

most accurate word and 

pronunciation for our cultural 

words of the day.  If you 

know of a better definition or 

phonetic spelling, please let 

us know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

music throughout Hawai‘i and the world. Today, The Mākaha Sons is 

considered to be one of Hawai‘i’s premiere Hawaiian musical 

groups. They continue to produce a vibrant sound which is full and 

rich; blending harmonies that only they can create. Their 

incomparable vocal arrangements and delightful and delightful 

stage presence is filled with comical antics that have won the 

hearts of thousands of fans worldwide. 

Staying overnight in a hotel in the area will give you a special 

discount when you mention the Kalama Heritage Festival and 

ensure you don’t miss out on a full weekend!   

Workshops and presentations will be held, and you can enjoy free 

entertainment throughout the weekend.   

Joining us from the islands are award 

nominee Mele’uhane which began as 

a Hawaiian father-son duo from the 

Big Island. They exploded into the 

world music scene with fresh new 

grooves and original music in the 

Hawaiian language.   

Codae Music Band is also an up and coming 

island style reggae band from the island of Maui.  

We will have some Pacific Northwest Island 

favorites bands such as Guava Jam, Harry D 

Ballesteros, Northwest Blend Island Band, and No 

Worriez bring their local Local flavors to our 

schedule as well. 

We are proud to include our Native PNW Ohana with a 

performance by comedian Gilbert Brown the Naughty Rez Dog, a 

fashion runway show by Native influenced fashion designer Albreia, 

and a cultural history and tradition sharing by Foster Kalama and 

the Northwest Canoe Families.   

Adding in some more Pacific Island local flavor are performances 

by Halau Hula ‘O Keala'akua Naniloa Mana'oakamai and Halau 

Hula ‘O Napualani, as well as Heartz 4 Kids, a special after school 

program that offers academic and culturally enriching 



 

Contact Information 

Pacific ‘Ohana Cultural 
Center and Foundation 

13720 Purdy Drive NW  

Gig Harbor WA 98335 

Phone: 253.514.8440 

Email: 
pacificohanafoundation@yahoo.com 

Website: 
www.pacificohanafoundation.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Haleonthebeach 

Kalama Heritage Festival: 
www.kalamaheritagefestival.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you know someone with 

a special event coming 

up and would like to give 

them a lei, the Pacific 

‘Ohana Foundation is 

selling fresh orchid lei, 

money, ribbon, and yarn 

lei.  Please email us place 

your order today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

opportunities for their students, and provide support and guidance 

for their students success.  

Saturday night will feature 

the festival’s iconic lu’au 

dinner and show with 

award winning Brother 

Noland and 5 PeAcE 

BaNd.  Tickets for both 

Friday and Saturday night 

concerts can be 

purchased online at the 

Pacific ‘Ohana 

Foundation website.   

The setting for our festival in Kalama is no coincidence as the town 

was named after John Kalama, a native Hawaiian who married the 

daughter of the Nisqually Tribal Chief in the early 1830’s. The large 

and extended Kalama family will also be in attendance.   

This is a unique festival that will honor many cultures and traditions. 

From the Kalama elders and Brother Noland to Heartz 4 Kids and 

Codae Music Band, this festival will continue the preservation of our 

ancestors’ past and knowledge by sharing it and passing it on to 

the future generation.  It’s definitely something you don’t want to 

miss out on.  
 

King Kamehameha Day 
King Kamehameha I, also known as Kamehameha the Great, was 

born in the early to mid 1700’s and is recognized as the first to unite 

all of the Hawaiian islands under one ruling system.  His long lasting 

dynasty was officially honored by King Kamehameha V in 1871 

when he declared June 11th as a national holiday in the Kingdom 

of Hawaii.  To this day, the Kamehameha Festival continues to pay 

tribute to Kamehameha I and features traditional Hawaiian dance 

and music, a floral parade, arts and crafts, and of course, food.  

Lei are also ceremoniously draped on Kamehameha statues.   

The original statue, 

commissioned by King 

Kalakaua, the seventh and 

last king of the Hawaiian 

Kingdom, was made in 

Florence Italy, and stands in 

Kohala on the Big Island, 

Kamehameha’s birthplace.  

Another gold leaf plated 

statue stands in front of the 

State capitol building on 

‘Oahu.  For more 

information visit 

www.kamehamehafestival.org.  
 
 

mailto:pacificohanafoundation@yahoo.com
http://www.pacificohanafoundation.org/
http://www.kamehamehafestival.org/


 
 

Get Involved! 
Volunteer opportunities are 
available now!  
 
We are currently looking for 
community involved leaders 
who have experience with 
event planning, volunteer 
management, and fundraising 
efforts.  Please email us if you 
would like to be a part of our 
planning committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appreciation Shout Outs 
Bill Nahalea- You may have seen our hardest volunteer if you’ve 

ever attended one of our events.  Bill is the backbone of our 

foundation and we love him for it.  He is often seen spreading aloha 

while talking story with old and new friends and is quick to give a 

hug or a handshake.  He has driven countless miles up and down 

the west coast bringing along; musical instruments and sound 

systems, costumes, tables, tents, coolers, food, other supplies for our 

events, and the Pacific ‘Ohana Foundation executive director 

(who is also his wife) Gloria Nahalea.  He is also a talented musician; 

able to play with any other musicians or string together chords and 

a dynamic strumming beat on the ‘ukulele.  If we’re lucky, once in 

a while, he’ll also bless us with a falsetto performance. 

Bill brings to the Foundation many years of marketing and sales 

expertise.  Once a top salesman and marketing director for large 

distributing companies like Costco, Bill is now a self-employed 

executive producer that takes pride in producing high quality 

target marketing campaigns though his broadcasting and media 

production company, KN Productions.  He specializes in video 

commercials and radio ads for local companies and businesses 

looking to increase their sales and spread their brand.  He has an 

ongoing radio show online that features Hawaiian music and artists 

and a television show called There in the Islands that is viewed all 

over the world and is currently being aired in Las Vegas (you can 

check out his work here at www.mrhawaii.wixsite.com/videoproductions).  

He also helps promote our events, like the Kalama Heritage Festival 

or the shows that Halau Hula O Napualani perform in, through 

social media.   

Originally from Maui, Bill’s family roots and friends tie him to Jason 

Momoa, the famous Hawaiian band, Makaha Sons, Charles 

Recaido with the band Kohala, just to name a few special 

connections.  It is also from his Hawaiian ancestry and culture that 

Bill gets his kind and caring heart from.  He is often the one to take 

care of others when they are sick, the one to just vent to when 

worried or stressed out, and the one to make sure that everyone is 

safe.  Though Uncle Bill may not have any children of his own, he 

often provides loving embraces, fatherly advice and protection, 

and prideful boasts of the people around him that would qualify 

him as an exceptional father.   

He truly is Mr. Aloha and we cannot say enough how blessed we 

are to have him as one of our strongest and dedicated volunteers.  
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