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Upcoming Events 

3 Day of Aloha 

July 26-28 
Vancouver WA 

 
Paddle to Puyallup 

July 28- August 4 

Puyallup WA 

Live Aloha 

September 
Seattle WA 

Samoan festival 

Hula and ukulele 

workshops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Ripples 
Midsummer. It might just be that time in summer when the kids 

being at home is driving everyone a little nuts, it’s mostly too hot 

and sunny to be comfortable (or mid-week too cold for your 

summer wardrobe), you run into traffic everywhere, and all the 

activities you have planned for your family is starting to look more 

like a chore than a fun experience sure to bring lasting memories.  

You might ask yourself “since when did summer get so stressful?” 

and start looking forward to the winter months when you don’t feel 

guilty for cocooning yourself in bed or on the couch without a 

gazillion people around you spraying sunscreen in your face. 

But before you swear off (or at) people and cancel your weekend 

plan to avoid the traffic jam that is Seattle and the Tacoma Dome 

take a moment.  Find gratitude for the many good things in your life 

that sometimes you take granted for and recognize that other 

people may be experiencing the same challenges.  

In your hectic schedule and today’s world and political climate it 

be easier to distrust the people around you for their differences and 

blame them for the problems or stress that seemingly can’t be 

fixed.  However, if you keep in mind that each person you cross 

paths with has some things in 

common with you and some things 

that make you different from each 

other you can then choose to bond 

over which you share, bridge the gap 

between your differences, or do a 

little of both to maximize the potential 

for a mutually beneficial connection 

that everyone appreciates.  When 

you take a second to look around you 

can see the opportunities to make a 

difference for people just like yourself 

and you can create a ripple of 

community.   

So if it has been a while since you’ve been able to get through a 

whole day without wanting to yell at that guy that cut you off or 

you want to roll your eyes at the mom who can’t get her kids to 

stop screaming (or you are that mom), take a breath and find 

strength in the renewed sense of community that grows when we 

recognize that we’re all in this together and we all sometimes need 

a helping hand.  It only takes a small helpful pebble to create a 

large positive ripple.  



 

 

 

CULTURAL WORD 

OF THE DAY 

Community- English 

A feeling of fellowship with 
others as a result of 

sharing common attitudes, 
interests, and goals 

Kaiāulu- (kah-ee-ah-oo-
loo) Hawaiian 
Nuu- (new-oo) Samoan 

Komunidad- (co-mew-

knee-dahd) Tagalog 

hapori- (Hah-poe-rrdee 

*roll the r) Maori 

 

**We do our best to find the 

most accurate word and 

pronunciation for our cultural 

words of the day.  If you 

know of a better definition or 

phonetic spelling, please let 

us know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kalama Heritage Festival 
The Pacific 'Ohana Foundation is based on the philosophy that it is 

our current responsibility to pass down the traditions and 

knowledge of our elders.  We are rooted in the belief that the 

advice and wisdom of our ancestors will help our lives today 

become more wholesome and rich with legacy.  The Kalama 

Heritage Festival was brought back after an eight-year hiatus for 

that very reason, to perpetuate the culture of families and the 

historical importance of knowing where we come from.  Ask 

anyone who came to check it out during the festival and you will 

hear just how family focused everything was.  During set up on 

Friday many of the vendors brought their children, spouses, and 

friends to help set up and run their tent sales throughout the 

weekend.  On Saturday children ran through the bubbles and 

played on the field while aunties and uncles met up with cousins 

and friends they hadn't seen since the last Kalama festival.  On 

Sunday vendors traded their goods with other vendors as they 

chatted with the neighboring tents about previous and upcoming 

events they were attending.  And all throughout the weekend the 

musicians and entertainers on stage engaged with the folks out on 

the lawn, taking requests and calling out for participants to work off 

the heavily loaded delicious plate lunches they purchased from the 

food tents.  The canoe landing protocol was uniquely inspiring and 

touching as Kalama family members (some all the way from Maui 

HI!) were welcomed to shore by officials from the Port and City of 

Kalama almost as a reenactment of the scene that happened over 

100yrs ago.  So many other people were involved with the behind 

the scenes organization and preparations before and throughout 

that at the end of the weekend saying goodbye and thanking all 

those people felt like it was the end of our own Pacific ‘Ohana 

Foundation family reunion because of how close everyone 

became.  We want to again thank everyone and anyone who 

helped with the festival and attended the event.  If you’re 

interested in helping with the future festivals, please email us! 

Pictures at the end of the newsletter and can be found at  
https://www.facebook.com/nostalgic.memories.9/media_set?set=a.20156367251

37928.1073741851.100000748592807&type=3  

  

Paddle to Puyallup 
In 1989 Emmett Oliver, an elder of the Quinault Indian Nation, 

revitalized the centuries old tradition of canoeing by organizing the 

“Paddle to Seattle” as part of Washington State’s centennial 

ceremony.  His dedication of launching this revival of tradition is 

known as Canoe Journey and continues more than a quarter 

century later. 

The Canoe Journey is the annual Native American traditional 

canoe gathering that takes place along the west coast of 

Washington and Canada.   

https://www.facebook.com/nostalgic.memories.9/media_set?set=a.2015636725137928.1073741851.100000748592807&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/nostalgic.memories.9/media_set?set=a.2015636725137928.1073741851.100000748592807&type=3


 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

Pacific ‘Ohana Cultural 
Center and Foundation 

13720 Purdy Drive NW  

Gig Harbor WA 98335 

Phone: 253.514.8440 

Email: 
pacificohanafoundation@yahoo.com 

Website: 
www.pacificohanafoundation.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Haleonthebeach 

Kalama Heritage Festival: 
www.kalamaheritagefestival.org 

 
 

Get Involved! 
Volunteer opportunities are 
available now!  
 
We are currently looking for 
community involved leaders 
who have experience with 
event planning, volunteer 
management, and fundraising 
efforts.  Please email us if you 
would like to be a part of our 
planning committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year is called “Power Paddle to Puyallap” and tribes will put 

their canoes in the water to travel and connect with one another 

as their ancestors did so long ago.  This is a sacred trip themed 

“Honoring our Medicine” that involves protocols honoring each 

tribes’ stories and the preservation of water and land that sustains 

everyone.  Everyone is welcomed to attend the welcoming of 

canoes and learn more during the protocols that follow from July 

28-August 4.  

For more information visit http://paddletopuyallup.org  

 
 

Lava Update 
in case you’re wondering, it’s been 13 

weeks since the Big Island experienced its 

first eruption of lava on the Leilani Estates.  

Since then a large lava river has 

maintained a steady flow of lava heading 

towards the ocean and about 730 acres of 

land has been created.  More than 70 

business and residential structures have 

been destroyed and many communities 

have received damages, are dangerous, 

or inaccessible since the beginning of May.  

U.S. Geological Survey scientist say lava 

now covers more than 6,100 acres of land.  

Tour boats are now cautioned to stay 

away from taking out tours after an 

underwater explosion caused rocks to fly through the air and land 

on a tour boat, injuring 23 people.  It is still unclear when, and if, the 

eruptions will stop.  For more information check out 

http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/38627191/10-weeks-in-and-

big-island-eruptions-are-still-fiercer-than-ever  

mailto:pacificohanafoundation@yahoo.com
http://www.pacificohanafoundation.org/
http://paddletopuyallup.org/
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/38627191/10-weeks-in-and-big-island-eruptions-are-still-fiercer-than-ever
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/38627191/10-weeks-in-and-big-island-eruptions-are-still-fiercer-than-ever


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Appreciation Shout Outs 
Viv Mautautia- Viv is one of people you want on your team.  She 

first came to the Pacific ‘Ohana Foundation ready to be a cook for 

Olympia’s Lakefair last year and since then she has risen to every 

challenge presented and created for herself the reputation as a 

resilient, trustworthy, hard working member of our team.  It has been 

awesome watching Viv work with the Pacific ‘Ohana Foundation 

during many of our events such as Lakefair and the festivals down 

in Kalama through the year.  Her ability to remain calm and 

collected with her “in it to win it attitude” has helped improve the 

way POF runs food concessions in terms of organization and 

efficiency and maintain focus on what is most important; taking 

care of everyone and delivering quality products/programs while 

having fun.  Her mental clarity in the heat of the lunch and dinner 

rush provides the POF crew with a mature leadership style that 

allows everyone to get what needs to be done and enjoy 

themselves along the way.  She’s always the first one to apologize 

(often before it even needs to be said) and the last to do a final 

sweep and close up shop.  Not only has Viv accepted a more 

demanding leadership role at POF and continues to feed us with 

her delicious teriyaki chicken, she has also picked up Tahitian 

drumming and now accompanies Halau Hula O Napualani on 

stage during their show performances for the Tahitian numbers.  Her 

dedication to good hard work is very much appreciated! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 







 


